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The BIHS and the Legacy of
the Tigert-Barrow House
by S. E. Kreitzer
The Bhaktivedanta Institute for Higher Studies
recently
secured
as
its
research
library
headquarters
the
Tigert-Barrow
House,
a
seventeen-room
Gainesville
mansion
which
“guards the north entrance to the Boulevard area
and the heart of the Northeast Historic District.”
Situated
in
the
prestigious
Duck
Pond
neighborhood, it is not far from the University of
Florida campus. The premises previously served as
home to the Universities longest serving president,
John J. Tigert, who guided Florida through the
challenges of the Great Depression and Second
World War, as well as to Dr. Mark Barrow, a local
cardiologist with a PhD in history, who along with
his wife, Mary, proved instrumental in preserving
Gainesville’s rich architectural history during the
latter part of the twentieth century.
Continue reading...
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From the Director

by Bob Cohen (Brahmatirtha das)
In 1977, when Srila Prabhupada’s five scientists
(including my humble self) spoke at the “Life Comes
from Life” Conference in Vrindavan, India, we were
inspired to explore the concept that life is not a product
of matter, but rather life is a product of life itself.
Almost 50 years later, many respectable scientists
throughout the world are exploring consciousness as
non-material. Here at the BIHS, we have research
groups working on both the experimental and
philosophical aspects of understanding consciousness.
Though we do keep contact, sometimes quite intimately,
with other assemblies exploring consciousness, we find
that the philosophy and descriptive texts of the SrimadBhagavatam and related literatures offer us further
insights, especially into the personal aspect of
consciousness. Since the BIHS 2019 “Consciousness in
Science” Conference, we have gathered dozens of PhD
volunteers to join our workgroups. Their research is for
producing literature and media presentations, and for
designing experimental techniques for discovering the
role of consciousness in our everyday lives.
This past year has been challenging, exciting and productive. While dealing with the reality of a global
pandemic, we had to learn to use our virtual connections in productive ways. We moved into our new
headquarters in Gainesville, accumulated a library of over 8,000 volumes (including many rare books)
through the kind donations of our benefactors, and expanded the number of active workgroups. We
are exploring consciousness, cosmology, and mind/brain interaction among our key topics. For the
next year, our goal is to continue expanding our workgroups and literature production, and to use
our headquarters as a think tank. When the headquarters remodeling is complete, our visiting
scholars can research and write in a most comfortable facility with our in-house library and two
other major libraries nearby. Florida’s weather allows pleasant outdoor walks throughout the year.
We invite our readers to please take a tour of the facility when in the area.
We would like to thank our many supporters, beginning with Hridayananda Goswami, for purchasing
the headquarters. A special thanks to Edwin Bryant (Advaita Prabhu) for donating his amazing library
as well as antiques and paintings. We are grateful to the BBT for financial support. Though the BBT
provides us a yearly grant it does not cover our operating expenses so we humbly request our readers
to consider becoming a monthly donor for any amount. Donors will receive a free subscription to our
up-and-coming video series on current topics as well as special privileges to our library. We do urge
you to please consider becoming a monthly patron.
We always look forward to your input, ideas, and questions. Each newsletter will answer one of your
questions in our ‘Ask a Nerd’ column – so please do not be shy to ask any question on your mind.
Gratefully,
Bob Cohen (Brahmatirtha das)
Director
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"The purpose of my presentation is to glorify the
Srimad-Bhagavatam: presenting the 5th Canto,
chapters 16-26, in an accessible way that can be
appreciated by those devoted to the Puranas as
well as those familiar with modern astronomy. It
is also in tribute to the Temple of the Vedic
Planetarium."
On the advice of a friend, he posted the video on
YouTube. Reception was slow at first, but began
to snowball as he produced more material and
developed his own channel, Vedic Science. Along
with his 5th posted video, “Aliens in the Vedic
Hindu Scriptures,” came a dedicated following,
with nearly 21,000 subscribers to date. His
audience stretches far beyond the devotional
community to include spiritual seekers of all
descriptions, especially those intrigued by
supernatural or mystic elements.

BIHS Associate Profile
by Prishni Sutton

Near the end of 2017, Richard’s astronomy videos
had caught the attention of Prishni Sutton,
archivist for Richard L. Thompson. She felt that
his presentations enhanced Thompson’s legacy by
providing easy access to his Puranic astronomy
work, and added them to the RLTArchives.com
website in time for it's launch in October 2017,
where they remain to this day as the only
material not produced by Thompson himself.

Richard Cole (Radha Mohan), Communications
Officer for Bhaktivedanta Manor, began his
spiritual journey while attending Manchester
University, UK, as a drama student. After
graduating in 1992, he travelled to India and
began seriously studying the books of A.C
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Understanding
the need to relate ancient Vedic knowledge and
culture with the contemporary world, and
especially empirical science, he homed in on the
works of Richard L. Thompson (Sadaputa), which
he felt created a balance between high
philosophy, Puranic texts, and the world around
us. He joined the Bhaktivedanta Manor
community near London, one of the most active
and progressive temples of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)
outside of India, and received initiation from
Bhakti Charu Swami in the year 2000, accepting
the devotional name Radha Mohan das.

Continue reading...

Always determined to tell the story of the
marriage between Krishna Consciousness and
Science, Richard produced his first successful
video, “Astronomy of the Bhagavat Purana,”
posted originally on the Dandavats website in
2016. He explains:

Synthesising Science and Spirituality
from Radha Mohan's YouTube channel
Vedic Science
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The analysis that presently resonates most with
me is viewing Bhu-mandala as a 2-dimensional
representation of a 3-dimensional reality. This
vantage point suggests that the vertical
dimension of the Puranic cosmos may have more
to do with increasing proportions of the mode of
goodness (sattva-guna) than with a spatial
dimension: Brahma-loka at the top with the
highest amount of sattva-guna and Patala-loka at
the bottom with the lowest amount of sattvaguna. Thus, the moon could be said to be situated
further away from us than the sun, in the vertical
dimension, because it takes a higher amount of
sattva-guna to get to the “higher-dimensional”
moon – if you want to experience the kingdom of
Candraloka and not just a bunch of dusty rocks.
Thus from this perspective, our perception of
these more subtle realms would collapse to a
single plane: the plane of Bhu-mandala. Yet if we
could increase our level of sattva-guna, we could
travel along the vertical dimension to these
heavenly realms. Therefore, as per this analysis,
Bhu-mandala is not considered as a flat earth, but
as a 2-dimensional representation of a 3dimensional reality within a multi-dimensional
universe.

Ask a Nerd

by Mauricio Garrido PhD (Murali Gopala das)

Q: Does the Bhagavatam really say that the earth
is flat?
A: This is a question I hear often from people who
have read or have heard about the 5th Canto of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam. The Bhaktivedanta
Institute for Higher Studies will soon be
publishing a book that deals with this issue in
scholarly detail, but I can give you my personal
view having gone through the different evidence.
The short answer is: No, the Bhagavatam does not
explicitly say that the earth is flat, though it is
sometimes interpreted in that way.
The Bhagavatam talks about a cosmic structure
called
Bhu-mandala
(literally,
the
earth
disk/region), which is one of the 14 planetary
systems of the Vedic universe. Some descriptions
of this region seem contrary to our normal
experience of the world around us. And yet, both
traditionally and currently, some people interpret
this realm as a literal flat earth. Most of the
recent evidence for this interpretation can be
found on YouTube videos and webpages. I
suggest this may be a simplistic way to appreciate
the Bhagavatam. From a broader perspective,
many verses in the 5th Canto appear to be
describing a multi-dimensional view of the
universe, with multiple levels of meanings that we
are continuing to unpack.

Vertical dimension as the increase of sattva guna

2D representation of a 3D reality
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BIHS Think Tank
Literature In
Progress
Classic Concepts of the Earth,
Considered in a Modern
Context

As the director of the BIHS, Bob Cohen
(Brahmatirtha das) has always had a dream of
facilitating a "think tank" to provide space
and support for scholarly research in both
science and humanities around the world.
With our new headquarters, we have an
opportunity to make this a reality. Current
research includes:
Consciousness studies
✫ Metaphysical perspectives
✫ Sankhya philosophy
✫ Life after death

Edited by S. E. Kreitzer, Prishni Sutton,
and Akhandadhi das

Cosmology
✫ Cyclic universe
✫ Puranic geography
✫ Mathematical models

Krishna and the Quark
by Mauricio Garrido, PhD

The Consciousness Handbook

Designing experiments investigating
mind/brain interaction

by Akhandadhi das & Tomas Chapa

The Atma Paradigm Series

Chronology: cultural considerations

by Akhandhadi das

"It's About Time"
"Ekadashi"
by Christopher Hayton, PhD

Leaps of Faith and Doubt
by Jonathan Banks, PhD

"A Proportionality Approach
to the Relevance of 'Height'
in the Puranic Cosmos"
by Vasyl Semenov, PhD
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Tigert-Barrow House cont.
The famed Gainesville developer, M. M. Parish,
built the house for use by his family while
constructing
homes
in
the
Duck
Pond
neighborhood during the 1920s. Parish modeled
the building after George Washington’s Mount
Vernon home, with noticeable Colonial Revival
features
including
“symmetrical
massing,
impressive portico, gable dormers and fanlight
over the entry,” and in particular, “the house's
main staircase exactly duplicates the one at
Mount Vernon.” A magnolia tree planted in the
front yard had been taken as a cutting from a
tree planted by another American president,
Andrew Jackson. More recently, the building was
featured on the cover of the magazine, Home:
Living in the Heartland of Florida (Dec/Jan 2005),
in an article titled “Polishing a Duckpond Jewel.”

Miller also proved key in establishing a health
sciences program that included a nursing and
medical school, with the J. Hillis Miller Health
Center subsequently named in his honor. His son,
Joseph Hillis Miller, Jr., became a prominent
American literary critic and scholar.

Parrish would unfortunately need to use the
house to settle debts with a road contractor due
to financial challenges resulting from the Great
Depression. The new owner ended up renting it
for use by the University of Florida to house its
presidents. The first, John J. Tigert, had
previously served as the U.S. Commissioner of
Education (the Secretary of Education being the
modern equivalent) under the Hardy and
Coolidge administration before becoming UF’s
third president. His family lived in the home
between 1928 and 1947. Although these were
challenging economic times for the State of
Florida, nonetheless, enrollment at UF more than
tripled during Tigert’s tenure. Tigert Hall, the
University’s Administration Building, was named
after him in 1960.

Original sketch of the Tigert-Barrow House 1928
As for Tigert, shortly after his retirement from UF
he travelled to India with his wife, Edith, as a
member of the Government of India’s recently
established University Education Commission. Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan served as commission
chair. This group had been “appointed to inquire
into and report on the conditions and prospects
of university education and advanced research in
India … [and] to recommend a constructive policy
in regards to the problems … and needs of the
country.”
The author of Tigert’s biography, George Coleman
Osborn, wrote of the experience: "Tigert
considered
this
appointment
the
most
challenging
single
assignment
he
had
encountered in a long life of education
experiences. Indeed, as he wrote the Indian
ambassador [September 27, 1948], he was looking
forward
with
great
anticipation
to
the
opportunity of visiting India, a most interesting
country, with the hope of making some small
contribution to India’s status as a new democratic
state."

After Tigert’s retirement, J. Hillis Miller, the
University’s fourth president, lived in the house
until 1953, after which the President’s House
(now the Earl and Christy Powell University
House) began to serve that function. Enrollment
at UF continued to swell and numerous campus
construction projects were completed under his
leadership, including the Century Tower by the
Plaza of the Americas. During this period, UF
gained recognition as a coeducational university.
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While traveling in India examining various
colleges and universities, the Tigerts frequently
crossed paths with Prime Minister Jawaharl
Nehru at official functions. Tigert relished the
challenge of the entire project, finding it
“pleasant and stimulating.” While he considered
the chairman, Dr. Radhakrishnan, “a great man
but very difficult to get close to,” he also found
him “quite fair and impartial as a presiding
officer.” Meanwhile, Mrs. Tigert wrote home:

Upon
completion
of
their
work,
Dr.
Radhakrishnan
held
a
press
conference
presenting copies of the recently published
University Commission Report. After the
chairman made his presentation, Tigert had a
chance to speak as well. Reports published in the
Delhi Statesman and the New Delhi Hindustan
Times (August 26, 1949), noted how Tigert
expressed that it had been a “great privilege to
work under the inspiring leadership of Dr.
Radhakrishnan,” and that he “thanked the people
of India and the government for the generous
hospitality extended to him and Mrs. Tigert
during their stay in India.” A few hours later,
“Premier Nehru gave the education commission a
final party especially honoring the Tigerts since
August 25, the day of the presentation, was their
fortieth wedding anniversary.”

"John and I have grown so fond of him … In spite
of his austere and ascetic appearance and his
tremendous learning he has a delightful sense of
humor and is as simple as a little child in his
enjoyment of fun. He is constantly singing little
Sanskrit songs to himself, keeping time with his
hand on a little pair of priest cymbals. … This
association [with him] has been the highlight of
our [last] four months."

Soon after returning to Gainesville, the couple
needed to prepare for a move to South Florida
where the following semester Tigert resumed his
career as a visiting professor of philosophy at the
University of Miami.

As a member of the University Education
Commission, Tigert had been “assigned the
problem of establishing a balance in curriculum
between science and the humanities. This he
enjoyed immensely because he could introduce
the general education idea that he had begun
over a decade earlier at the University of
Florida.” He recommended to the commission
that the “Indian courses in social sciences and
humanities would have to be developed on Indian
lines with appropriate background and materials.
However, the courses in general mathematics,
physical sciences, and biological sciences could
be much the same as those at Florida.”

The second couple most identified with living in
the home are Dr. Mark Barrow and his wife Mary.
While Dr. Barrow had been a well-established
Gainesville cardiologist who also happened to
hold a Ph.D. in History, the Barrows are likely
best known for their historical preservation
work. For example, in 2016 the couple won a
special Lifetime Achievement Award as winner of
the Fifth Annual Spirit of Gainesville Awards for
having “provided a lifetime of community service
that has resulted in the historic preservation of
fourteen buildings including the historic Thomas
Center.” Along with the Tigert House, the
Barrows are also credited with helping save the
Kirby Smith building, the Robb House Medical
Museum,
the
former
Gainesville
Gospel
Tabernacle, and the Hodge House, among many
others. In further recognition, Gainesville Mayor
Lauren Poe delivered an official proclamation
that October 4, 2018 would be “Dr. Mark and
Mary Barrow Day” in honor of the couple’s
historical preservation work along with Dr.
Barrow's many significant contributions to the
local medical and artistic communities.

Dr. & Mrs. Tigert, India, 1949
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According to Peggy MacDonald, who served as
Executive Director of the Matheson History
Museum in Gainesville from 2015–2019, “Many of
the buildings that have become Gainesville
institutions and are now taken for granted,
including the Thomas Center, only exist today
due to the diligent efforts of Mark and Mary
Barrow. Through sheer tenacity this power couple
of historic preservation saved, relocated and
restored numerous buildings that are cherished
today and helped establish the precedent for
continued historic preservation activities in the
future.” Further, they “helped establish the
Florida Trust for Historic Preservation and were
on the original board of Historic Gainesville,” as
well as being “one of the founders” and “longest
serving board member[s] of the Matheson History
Museum.”

Home Magazine Feature 2005

In an interview with Dr. Barrow conducted in 1997 by the UF Historian, Samuel Proctor, Barrow
recalled buying the home around 1970 for $35,000 from a military historian teaching at the University
of Florida. As he was just starting out in his own practice, he needed to secure a bank loan of $25,000,
but found the local banks uncooperative, as they considered the neighborhood in financial distress.
Apparently, a typical response from the loan officers was that the neighborhood would become “a slum
in five years and be bulldozed down. Buildings and houses will be put there. We do not loan money
here.” Fortunately, the Barrows met a former president from a local bank who lived a few houses away
from the Tigert House, and with his assistance, a loan was approved. Barrow admitted that in the end,
“we bought the house for practically nothing,” and over the years his family had been able to refinance
the building to help fund future renovation projects.
As a side note, the Historic Thomas Center a few blocks south of the Tigert House, which had also in
good part been preserved with the critical assistance of the Barrows, had for a time, previously served
as home to Santa Fe Junior College in its formative years during the 1960s. In a coincidence of sorts,
M. M. Parish, Jr., the son of the builder of the Tigert House, noted how his family had also played a
central role securing the land for the present day Santa Fe College campus in Gainesville.
More recently, Keith and Roberta Watson purchased the home, doing major renovation. The house was
also made available for public events during these years. In October 2020, Howard Resnick purchased
the property, continuing renovation work. Resnick has a PhD in Sanskrit from Harvard University and
has translated more than a dozen volumes from Sanskrit. He plans to base his writing efforts out of the
house, and has agreed to make available its extensive 8,000 volume collection as a research library for
the Bhaktivedanta Institute for Higher Studies, the Institute for Vaishnava Studies, and similar
projects, as well as for use by local scholars and residents of the nearby Duck Pond neighborhood.
Click here for version of essay with reference citations

As a member of the University Education Commission, Tigert
had been “assigned the problem of establishing a balance in
curriculum between science and the humanities."
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BIHS Associate Profile cont.
When the Bhaktivedanta Institute for Higher Studies
sponsored their fist Puranic cosmography workshop held in
Gainesville, Florida, (USA) during the fall of 2019, Richard
was invited to attend, and delighted the participants with
the premier showing of his latest video, “Invisible Realms,”
which he produced specifically for this event (and now
boasts over 250,000 views!). He takes his audience on a
transcendental tour of the Vedic universe through the
shifting lens of various ISKCON 5th Canto researchers,
using a method he calls the “multi-model” approach. This
type of broad analysis can reveal meaning that may
otherwise remain hidden when viewed from a single
perspective.

Thompson, a charter member of the BI

Richard officially joined the BIHS team as a collaborator in 2020 with the launch of the Institute’s
new website. He defines his role in the BIHS: to remind the team’s researchers of the importance of
communication, of how to get their message across to the broader audience by looking for unifying
strands between the ancient Eastern paradigm and the current scientific thinking. Reflecting on the
original inspiration received from his first encounter with Vedic Cosmography and Astronomy (1990),
he explains why he feels that Thompson’s work forms a foundation for future BIHS scientific
research:
"Sadaputa, with a PhD in Mathematics from Cornell University, was one of the charter members of
the Bhaktivedanta Institute upon its inception in 1976. By boldly tackling modern Western paradigms,
he opened the door for productive East-West dialogue. Sadaputa was not afraid to approach the
boundaries of science by rigorously investigating anomalous evidence and cultural legends, searching
for something real behind the stories. We should never underestimate his contribution."
Along with his Communications duties, which include media, interfaith, and academic inquiries at the
Bhaktivedanta Manor, Richard has still managed to find time to co-author two books: The Hare
Krishna Movement: Forty Years of Chant and Change (2007) and Hare Krishna in the Modern World
(2013). He also serves as a tour guide and public speaker at the Manor, and continues to pursue his
long-standing interest in drama and to create new videos such as his recent “Life on Mars,” which
raises questions about current views on extraterrestrial life. Never fearful of challenging mainstream
opinions, Richard plans to explore psychic development in a spiritual context in his future
broadcasting adventures.

"[Richard Cole] defines his role in the BIHS: to remind the
team’s researchers of the importance of communication, of
how to get their message across to the broader audience by
looking for unifying strands between the ancient Eastern
paradigm and the current scientific thinking."
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SUPPORT THE BIHS
As a non-profit entity, the Bhaktivedanta Institute for Higher Studies needs
your help to continue the mission that is very important to Srila Prabhupada.
Support the work of our scientists and researchers in connecting ancient
Vedic wisdom with modern science and technology. Our research and
programming are not possible without your contributions.
Ways to aid the BI
Monthly Patron
One Time Donation
Amazon Smile
Contribute Literature and Research
Library Volunteer
BIHS Facilities Volunteer
Patreon - Coming 2022

We thank you all for your continued support!

DONATE HERE

info@bihstudies.org
https://bihstudies.org/
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